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March 26, 2009

SOAPNET INKS DEAL WITH SONY PICTURES TELEVISION EXTENDING 
EXCLUSIVE RIGHTS TO AIR SAME-DAY EPISODES OF “DAYS OF OUR LIVES” 
Brian Frons, president, Daytime, Disney ABC Television Group today announced that SOAPnet has extended its deal with Sony Pictures Television to air same-day episodes of “Days of our Lives” in addition to acquiring the digital streaming rights. 
“Like sands through the hourglass, so are the days of our lives.” For over a third of a century, those words have introduced and underscored one of daytime drama's mainstays. "Days of our Lives," which turned 41 in November, first premiered as a half-hour drama in 1965 and expanded to an hour 10 years later. Today it is the favorite of female viewers (18-34) of daytime television serials. 
"Days of our Lives" is set in the fictitious Midwestern town of Salem. The core families are the Hortons and Bradys, and the multi-layered storylines involve elements of romance, adventure, mystery, comedy and drama. The series is produced by Corday Productions, Inc., in association with Sony Pictures Television. Executive producer Ken Corday is following in the tradition of his parents, Betty and Ted Corday, who co-created "Days of our Lives" and helmed the series for many years. Gary Tomlin is co-executive producer. Dena Higley and Christopher Whitesell are the co-head writers.
Sony Pictures Television is one of the television industry’s leading content providers. It produces and distributes programming in every genre, including series, telefilms, theatrical releases and family entertainment for network and cable television, as well as first-run and off-network series for syndication and digital distribution. With more than 25 programs on the air, SPT boasts a program slate that includes the top-rated daytime dramas and game shows, landmark off-network series, original animated series and critically acclaimed primetime dramas, comedies and telefilms. SPT also owns one-half of cable channel GSN, is a partner in FEARnet, the premier horror/thriller website and VOD service, and is part owner of national media sales company ITN Networks, Inc. Sony Pictures Television oversees all of Sony Pictures Entertainment's (SPE) domestic digital distribution efforts across all electronically delivered platforms, including the internet and mobile and manages the studio’s video website, Crackle. Sony Pictures Television, advertiser sales, is one of the premiere national advertising sales companies, handling the commercial inventory in SPT syndicated series as well as in all of SPE's digital businesses in the United States, for Sony Music Entertainment and for the Tennis Channel. SPT (www.sonypicturestelevision.com) is a Sony Pictures Entertainment company.
SOAPnet owns the world of character-driven soapy drama, from daytime and primetime dramas to reality shows and movies. The network features same-day episodes of popular daytime dramas including "All My Children," "Days of our Lives," "One Life to Live," "General Hospital" and "The Young and the Restless"; favorite primetime series "The O.C.," "One Tree Hill" and "Beverly Hills 90210"; and original programs including "Greg Behrendt's Wake Up Call," "Being Erica," "MVP" and "General Hospital: Night Shift." Wrapped in a 24-hour environment, SOAPnet is the one destination for stories focused on real emotions and revealing truths about intriguing, yet flawed characters.
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Jori Petersen, ABC Daytime & SOAPnet, (818) 460-7736; jori.petersen@disney.com
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